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Arizona Farm Service USDA Announces ‘Pandemic Assistance
Agency for Producers’ to Distribute Resources

230 N. 1st Avenue, Suite 506 Mlore Equitably
Phoenix, Arizona 85003

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that USDA is
Phone: 602-285-6300 establishing new programs and efforts to bring financial assistance
Fax: 855-220-1760 to farmers, ranchers and producers who felt the impact of COVID-
19 market disruptions. The new initiative—USDA Pandemic
Assistance for Producers—uwill reach a broader set of producers

Acting State Executive than in previous COVID-19 aid programs.

Director:

Grace Lamas
USDA is dedicating at least $6 billion toward the new programs.

The Department will also develop rules for new programs that will
put a greater emphasis on outreach to small and socially
disadvantaged producers, specialty crop and organic producers,
timber harvesters, as well as provide support for the food supply
chain and producers of renewable fuel, among others. Existing
programs like the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP)
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will fall within the new initiative and, where statutory authority
allows, will be refined to better address the needs of producers.

USDA Pandemic Assistance for Producers was needed, said
Vilsack, after a review of previous COVID-19 assistance programs
targeting farmers identified a number of gaps and disparities in how
assistance was distributed as well as inadequate outreach to
underserved producers and smaller and medium operations.

USDA will reopen sign-up for CFAP 2 for at least 60 days beginning
on April 5, 2021. The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has
committed at least $2.5 million to improve outreach for CFAP 2 and
will establish partnerships with organizations with strong
connections to socially disadvantaged communities to ensure they
are informed and aware of the application process.

USDA Pandemic Assistance for Producers — 4 Parts

Part 1: Investing $6 Billion to Expand Help & Assistance to
More Producers

USDA will dedicate at least $6 billion to develop a number of new
programs or modify existing proposals using discretionary funding
from the Consolidated Appropriations Act and other coronavirus
funding that went unspent by the previous administration.

Part 2: Adding $500 Million of New Funding to Existing
Programs

USDA expects to begin investing approximately $500 million in
expedited assistance through several existing programs this spring,
with most by April 30.

Part 3: Carrying Out Formula Payments under CFAP 1, CFAP
2, CFAP AA

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, enacted December
2020 requires FSA to make certain payments to producers
according to a mandated formula. USDA is now expediting these
provisions because there is no discretion involved in interpreting
such directives, they are self-enacting.

e Anincrease in CFAP 1 payment rates for cattle. Cattle
producers with approved CFAP 1 applications will
automatically receive these payments beginning in April.
Information on the additional payment rates for cattle can
be found on farmers.gov/cfap. Eligible producers do not
need to submit new applications, since payments are
based on previously approved CFAP 1 application. USDA
estimates additional payments of more than $1.1 billion to
more than 410,000 producers, according to the mandated
formula.
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Additional CFAP assistance of $20 per acre for producers
of eligible crops identified as CFAP 2 flat-rate or price-
trigger crops beginning in April. This includes alfalfa, corn,
cotton, hemp, peanuts, rice, sorghum, soybeans, sugar
beets and wheat, among other crops. FSA will
automatically issue payments to eligible price trigger and
flat-rate crop producers based on the eligible acres
included on their CFAP 2 applications. Eligible producers
do not need to submit a new CFAP 2 application. For a list
of all eligible row-crops, visit farmers.gov/cfap. USDA
estimates additional payments of more than $4.5 billion to
more than 560,000 producers, according to the mandated
formula.

USDA will finalize routine decisions and minor formula
adjustments on applications and begin processing
payments for certain applications filed as part of the CFAP
Additional Assistance program in the following categories:

o Applications filed for pullets and turfgrass sod;

o A formula correction for row-crop producer
applications to allow producers with a non-Actual
Production History (APH) insurance policy to use
100% of the 2019 Agriculture Risk Coverage-
County Option (ARC-CO) benchmark yield in the
calculation;

o Sales commodity applications revised to include
insurance indemnities, Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program payments, and Wildfire and
Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus payments, as
required by statute; and

o Additional payments for swine producers and
contract growers under CFAP Additional
Assistance remain on hold and are likely to require
modifications to the regulation as part of the
broader evaluation and future assistance; however,
FSA will continue to accept applications from
interested producers.

Part 4: Reopening CFAP 2 Sign-Up to Improve Access &
Outreach to Underserved Producers

As noted above, USDA will re-open sign-up for of CFAP 2 for at

least 60 days beginning on April 5, 2021.

e FSA has committed at least $2.5 million to establish
partnerships and direct outreach efforts intended to

improve outreach for CFAP 2 and will cooperate with
grassroots organizations with strong connections to socially
disadvantaged communities to ensure they are informed
and aware of the application process.

Please visit www.farmers.gov for additional information and
announcements under the USDA Pandemic Assistance to
Producers initiative, which will help to expand and more equitably
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distribute financial assistance to producers and farming operations
during the COVID-19 national emergency.

U.S Drought Monitor Now Searchable by
Tribal Area

Every Thursday morning, the U.S. Drought Monitor (USDM)
provides the latest snapshot of evolving drought conditions across
the United States and its territories. Now, USDM users can also
search for drought conditions for tribal areas across the country.

When you visit the Drought Monitor and search the USDM’s
numerous data and mapping products, “Tribal Areas” now appears
in the dropdown menu of area types. Users can then view drought
data or maps for 323 tribal areas. As with other defined territories,
information and maps of the tribal areas can be cross-referenced
with data from more than 20 years of USDM maps. For example,
the searchable tools allow you to quickly find the highest
percentage of exceptional drought that’s been recorded on the
Wind River Reservation during the USDM’s history (28.3% in
January of 2003), graphs that show what percentage of the Navajo
Nation is currently experiencing exceptional (D4) to extreme (D3)
drought (95%, with 64% in D4) and much more.

Tribal areas are currently represented in the USDM'’s map archive,
data tables and time series products. The USDM change maps,
which provide a week-to-week picture of where conditions improved
or grew worse, will soon be available by tribal areas as well.

Drought monitor data is used to determine eligibility to certain
USDA drought assistance programs like the Livestock Forage
Disaster Program (LFP).

The Drought Monitor is produced jointly by the National Drought
Mitigation Center at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the USDA.

USDA Expands Aquaculture Disaster Assistance in Arizona
to Include Fish Raised for Food

In response to catastrophic aquaculture losses due to major winter storms that hit states along the
U.S. Gulf Coast including Arizona in February, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm
Service Agency (FSA) today announced a policy change that makes food fish and other aquatic
species eligible for the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees and Farm-raised Fish

Program (ELAP). Previously, only farm-raised game and bait fish were eligible for death loss ELAP
benefits. Beginning June 1, eligible aquaculture producers can request ELAP assistance for 2021
losses. This policy change is for the 2021 and subsequent program years.
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ELAP provides financial assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and farm-raised
fish for losses due to disease, certain adverse weather events or loss conditions, including blizzards
and wildfires, as determined by the Secretary.

To be eligible, losses must have occurred on or after Jan. 1, 2021. For farm-raised fish and other
aquatic species death losses only that occurred prior to June 1, 2021, FSA is waiving the
requirement to file a notice of loss within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent. An
aquaculture producer will still need to be able to provide contemporaneous records upon request to
document the eligible loss event and demonstrate the beginning and ending inventory. The
deadline to file an application for payment for the 2021 program year is Jan. 31, 2022.

Producers must provide acreage reports for the surface acres of water where their aquatic species
are raised. Acreage reports for 2021 must be filed by Sept. 30, 2022.

More Information

USDA offers a comprehensive portfolio of disaster assistance programs. On farmers.gov, the
Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery
Tool can help producers and landowners determine all program or loan options available for
disaster recovery assistance. For assistance with a crop insurance claim, producers and
landowners should contact their crop insurance agent. For FSA and NRCS programs, they should
contact their local USDA Service Center.

For more information on MALs, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit
www.fsa.usda.gov.

Producers with Crop Insurance to Receive Premium Benefit
for Cover Crops

Agricultural producers who have coverage under most crop insurance policies are eligible for a
premium benefit from the USDA if they planted cover crops during this crop year. The Pandemic
Cover Crop Program (PCCP), offered by USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA), helps farmers
maintain their cover crop systems, despite the financial challenges posed by the pandemic.

The PCCP is part of USDA’s Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative, a bundle of programs to
bring financial assistance to farmers, ranchers and producers who felt the impact of COVID-19
market disruptions.

About the Premium Benefit

PCCP provides premium support to producers who insured their spring crop with most insurance
policies and planted a qualifying cover crop during the 2021 crop year. The premium support is $5
per acre, but no more than the full premium owed.

lllinois, Indiana and lowa have existing programs for producers to receive a premium benefit for
planting cover crops. In these states, participating producers will receive an additional benefit.
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All cover crops reportable to FSA are eligible and include cereals and other grasses, legumes,
brassicas and other non-legume broadleaves, and mixtures of two or more cover crop species
planted at the same time.

To receive the benefit for this program, producers must file a Report of Acreage form (FSA-578) for
cover crops with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) by June 15, 2021, which is distinct from the
normal acreage reporting date. The normal acreage reporting deadline with FSA has not changed,
but to receive the premium benefit, producers must file by June 15. The cover crop fields reported
on the Report of Acreage form must match what the producer reported to their insurance company
for crop insurance policies. To file the form, producers must contact and make an appointment with
their local USDA Service Center.

Program Details

Certain policies are not eligible because they have underlying coverage, which would already
receive the benefit or are not designed to be reported in a manner consistent with the Report of
Acreage form (FSA-578). PCCP is not available for Whole-Farm Revenue Protection, Enhanced
Coverage Option, Hurricane Insurance Protection — Wind Index, and Supplemental Coverage
Option. Stacked Income Protection (STAX) and Margin Protection (MP) policies are only eligible for
PCCP when insured as a standalone policy. STAX and MP endorsements to underlying policies are
not eligible for PCCP.

PCCP does not change acreage reporting dates, reporting requirements, or any other terms of the
crop insurance policy.

Cover Crop Conservation Practice Standard

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has made the determination
not to update its conservation practice standard for cover crops. NRCS originally proposed
restricting mechanical harvest of cover crops, but after reviewing input from agricultural producers
and groups, NRCS recognizes this could present challenges for producers who use this important
conservation practice. The latest version of the conservation practice standard can be found in

the Field Office Technical Guide under Section IV, Conservation Practices and Supporting
Documents, by State.

A Notice of Funding Availability was posted on the Federal Register. Additional information on
PCCP, including frequently asked questions, can be found at farmers.gov/pandemic-
assistance/cover-crops.

RMA is authorizing additional flexibilities due to coronavirus. More information can be found
at farmers.gov/coronavirus.

New to Farming Because of the Pandemic? USDA Can Help

USDA Service Centers across the country, are hearing from people who are interested in more
space and working the land and we want to let you know we can help. Are you new to farming
because of the pandemic? USDA can help you get started in farming — on everything from helping
you register your farm to getting financial assistance and advice.
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Get Started with USDA

First, you want to make sure your farm is registered. If you purchased land, it might already be
established with USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) with a farm number on file. If not, FSA can
help you register your farm.

To obtain a farm number, you’ll bring an official tax ID (Social Security number or an employer ID)
and a property deed. If you do not own the land, bring a lease agreement to your FSA
representative to show you have control of the property. If your operation is incorporated or an
entity, you may also need to provide proof that you have signature authority and the legal ability to
enter into contracts with USDA.

Access to Capital

USDA can provide access to capital through its farm loans, which is a great resource when
producers aren’t able to get a loan from a traditional lender. Loans can help with purchasing land or
equipment or with operating costs, and FSA even offers microloans, which are especially popular
among producers with smaller farms. For more information, check out our Farm Loan Discovery
Tool.

Conservation Practices

We can help you make conservation improvements to your farm, which are good for your bottom
line and your operation. We’ll help you develop a conservation plan and apply for financial
assistance that’ll cover the bulk of the costs for implementing. To learn more about some of the
conservation practices that we help producers with, check out our Conservation at Work Video
Series.

If you purchase land, and you don’t want to farm all of it, you can look at either a conservation
easement or managing for native shrubs and grasses through either the Agricultural Conservation
Easement Program (ACEP) or Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). Easements are long-term,
while a CRP contract is 10-15 years. These are good options for land that is not optimal for
production or sensitive lands like wetlands and grasslands.

Additional Resources

Depending on your farm, you may want to look at crop insurance. The USDA’s Risk Management
Agency provides crop insurance to help you manage risks on your farm. There are many types of
insurance products available for a wide variety of production practices, including organic and
sustainable agriculture.

Your local communities also have great resources for farmers including conservation districts, Rural
Development, cooperative extensions, and different farming groups. To get started with USDA,
contact your local USDA service center.

Supervised Credit from FSA

Farm Service Agency (FSA) farm loans are considered supervised credit. Unlike loans from a
commercial lender, FSA loans are intended to be temporary in nature. Our goal is to help you


https://www.farmers.gov/fund/farm-loan-discovery-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/fund/farm-loan-discovery-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/conserve/conservation-at-work?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/conserve/conservation-at-work?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2FTopics%2FBeginning-Farmers%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc49c5aacea884a6704c908d929d385a4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637586810727955031%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Hn9Q9FoQgGM4mJI2yLhgzU3Edu8%2BAN%2BnzDScwJ4x7zA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2FTopics%2FBeginning-Farmers%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc49c5aacea884a6704c908d929d385a4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637586810727955031%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Hn9Q9FoQgGM4mJI2yLhgzU3Edu8%2BAN%2BnzDScwJ4x7zA%3D&reserved=0

graduate to commercial credit, and our farm loan staff is available to help borrowers through training
and credit counseling.

The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure financial success. FSA staff will
advise borrowers on developing strategies and a plan to meet your goals and graduate to
commercial credit. FSA borrowers are responsible for the success of their farming operation, but
FSA staff will help in an advisory role, providing the tools necessary to help you achieve your
operational goals and manage your finances.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your Local County USDA Service Center.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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